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problems ot a \erv difficult nature The island \\as onginalU
a French penal settlement and although transportation ceased
about 1900 mam ot the present \\hite population came as
exiles The -\\hite population numbers about 17000

\e\\   Caledonia is notable tor the extent ot its mineral
\\ealth    This mountainous territory has pro\ed depo its> ot

FIG 103   THE BE\CH AT NQLMEA, KEW C\LEDONI\
Note the reet in the foreground and the charactenstic trade wind
clouds
chrome cobalt antimon} mercur} siher lead copper and
man} other minerals J^ickel however is the chief item in
the catalogue More than half the surface is too rugged for
cultivation but it is m these areas that the kno\m and
possible mineral resources exist The valleys are very fertile
but owing to the lack of suitable labour are undeveloped
for the greatei part The land of the island is divided into
three domains state lands the penal settlements and the